
The Events of Holy Week – Easter Morning 
 

As millions of Christians awoke this morning, the threat of coronavirus still looms over our heads. 
I wonder when the last time so many Christian churches were empty on Easter? It is not a joyous thought. 
Even though it is Easter morning, maybe we awoke not in the best of moods and thinking there is not 
much to rejoice about. We can’t go to church. We can’t be with fellow Christians. We can’t sing our 
beloved Easter hymns as a congregation. We can’t be in the Lord’s house and see the beautiful decorated 
sanctuary. We may feel a lot of emotions this Easter morning, but is joy one of them?   

Rejoicing was not on the mind of the women who went to the tomb that first Easter morning. 
They had seen Jesus die. They had seen the tomb where his body had been laid. Now in one last act of 
dedication, one last act of love and worship, one last trip of honor, they came with their delicately 
prepared spices to lay their Lord’s body to rest. But their sadness turned to wonder as they reached the 
tomb and found the stone had been rolled away. They knew the tomb had been sealed. They knew guards 
had been posted for security. They knew this was a place of death that nobody would desecrate - but the 
seal was broken, no guard, no body. It was then that 2 angels appeared in glorious splendor turning their 
wonder into fear as they fell to the ground before them. But before the women would be overwhelmed 
with fear, the angels spoke, telling them that everything was just fine. The way the stone had been rolled 
away, the stench of death no longer filling the air, the way the grave clothes were neatly folded inside the 
tomb, it could mean only one thing…. Jesus had risen from the dead! 

As we worship today, we are reminded of the necessity of this day for our Christian faith. Today, 
Jesus proved he was and is the very Son of God and himself the eternal God, as the Scripture proclaims, 
“I am the alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, I once was dead but now am alive forever and 
ever.” Easter proves the Father accepted the sacrifice Jesus made for our sins and we are forgiven. As the 
Scripture declares. “You were slain and with your blood you purchased men for God from every nation, 
tribe, people and language.” Easter proves that since he conquered death and lives, we too shall in the 
wake of our own death arise to life eternal. As Jesus declared, “I am the resurrection and the life, he who 
believes in me shall live even though he dies…..and everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him 
shall have eternal life, and will be raised up at the last day.” 

There are over 300 verses in the New Testament Scriptures that are written concerning the 
resurrection of Christ. And why did God dedicate so much of his Word to his Son’s resurrection? Because 
it’s that important. The resurrection…. Is a sign to unbelievers there is only one living and true God through 
whom you can be saved. The resurrection… is the answer to believers’ questions and doubt concerning 
God’s unconditional love and grace. The resurrection… is the ultimate proof that all the teachings of 
Scripture are true and that God’s Word is our only standard for faith and life. The resurrection… is the 
center of the gospel itself for here in Christ is our victory over sin and death. The resurrection… gives us a 
motivation to share Christ’s life, his forgiveness, his righteousness with all people. The resurrection…. is 
what allows us each day to live in thanksgiving, for it reminds you how much you are worth to your God, 
the God who rose from death that you should be his own. 

Despite what is going on in the world around us. Despite the times of hardship we may be 
enduring, we are still able to have joy and rejoice this morning, because our Savior lives! There is no 
earthly hardship or turmoil that can take away the joy of Easter. We are forgiven, and we have eternal life 
in heaven!  

 
Read Luke 24:1-12 as today’s Scripture lesson. 
 
Blessings to you and your families, 
Pastor Guse  

 


